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Executive Summary

This monthly report is from the Office of Health Equity in the Virginia Department of HealtfiVDH).
It provides an overview ofvaccination equity in theCommonwealth of Virginia, including key
equity accomplishments, forFebruary 2023.

AEEO OADPT OO Aii PAOAO 6EOCET EAGO0 ANOEOAAI AheOAAAET A
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMAamely Delaware, the District ofColumbia,

Maryland, Peansylvania, and West Virginia. Additionally, his report explores vaccine trends over

time, vaccination hesitancy, and equity considerations for vaccine distribution. An overview of
recentlegislative, executive, and administrative actions is also included. Key findings include:

Impact of Omicron Variarg
1 Inearly Decembe022, theBQ.1 and BQ.1Q@micron variants were responsible for nearly
70% of new COVHR9 cases in the U.S. and public health experts are concerned alaeady
COVIB19 surge in Chinahat could lead to new subvariantéSource Sourcg.
1 Public healthexp@ 0O AOA xAOT ET ¢ OEAO /1T EAOIT OOAOAOEAT
transmissible COVH29 variants yetandis on track to become the dominant strain of the virus
within Central Virginia (Sourcs.

Trends inAverage Daily Cases
1 As of January 25 2023, thenighestaveragenumber of daily cases in Virginia for the month
was28.60cases per 100,000 people danuary 4 (Sourc§.

Vaccination Rates
f Atthe end ofanuary2023,737m | A& 6 E O C Hdnwadsduly vazdinbtédl] oAB28,840
people(Sourcy.

Impacts on Childra

1 As oflanuary 2%, 2023 38 individuals younger than 20 have died from COVID in Virginia
(Sourcs.

1 CDC datashowsthat three out of every four kids in Virginia has had COMI® (Sourcg.

9 Statewide ratedor Virginia show that students have fallen behind on thedutine school
immunizations during the pandemidt is yet another grim reminder of how the pandemic has
indirectly and directly impacted life foMirginians (Source Sourcé.

T OnJuly 14, 2022 Governor Youngkin announced updated guidance on quarantine
recommendations for people exposed to CO¥®The revised guidancstates that
guarantine is no longer recommended for asymptomatic individuals who were exposed to
COVIB19-infected individuals ink-12 schools, child care, and carspttings(Sourcs.

i This winter, sudents are facing a wave of fliilke symptoms causing many absences in schools
across the CommonwealtfSource Sourcg.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/health-equity/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/12/09/covid-omicron-bq-xbb-subvariants-causing-more-than-70percent-of-infections.html
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2022/12/20/fmr-fda-commissioner-concerned-covid-19-variants-in-china-could-become-dominant-in-the-us.html
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/new-covid-variant-could-be-most-contagious-to-date-prompting-recent-surge-in-cases-across-central-virginia/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.whsv.com/2022/08/28/cdc-releases-new-covid-19-numbers-among-young-virginians/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/08/26/student-vaccination-measles-polio-school/
https://www.nbc12.com/2023/01/13/cdc-report-childhood-vaccination-rates-decline/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2022/july/name-937327-en.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/stafford-high-school-virginia-flu-disease-outbreak/
https://www.bdtonline.com/news/illnesses-prompt-tazewell-county-schools-to-go-virtual-for-two-days/article_1ef2aeb2-774f-11ed-8d71-d7a4c8ab1cee.html

1. Key Equity Announcements and Critical Updates

This section details equityrelated announcements regarding COVHR9 in the Commonwealth of
Virginia during the month. It also provides information on critical updates relevantto6 EOCET EA8 O
responses to C®ID-19. Equity announcementsand critical updatesfrom Januaryinclude:

1 January 1:A homeless shelter in Arlington County reports that it has been facing many
outbreaks as the nation largely moves on from the COUI® pandemic, indicating that
COVIDpw OOEI 1 AEODPOI Bl OOET T AOAT U Ei PAAOO 6EOGETE
(Sourcs.
1 January 3:The Pittsylvania-Danville Health Districtis experiencing a COVIEL9 surgeas
cases and hospitalizations increasacross the state Out ofthe 32 health districts in
Virginia, 25 are in surges, according ta report by OEA 51 EOAOOEOU | £ 6EOCET I
Biocomplexity Institute (Source.
1 January 4:n cooperation with the VDH, he Norfolk Public Librarywill offer free, athome
COVID19 test kits at four of its branch locatiors. Thetest kits will be availableon a first-
come, firstserved basis and can be picked up during operational hours at the circulation
desk (Sourcs.
1 January 4:According to data from the Virginia Hospital & Healthcare AssociatiofV/HHA),
hospitalizations from COVID19 are the highest they have beem Virginia since February
2022. As of Janary 4th, over 1,100 people across the Commonwealth were in hospitals
receiving treatment for COVID19 (Source.
1 January 6:Mary Washington Hospitalin Fredericksburg hasbeentreating the bulk of local
COVID19 patients since thestart of the pandemic, but is also facing a staffing shortage.
O7TEAT Ul 08 OA x I-tlirEstafling, evelly BsBociddethai may not be well and
AAT 80 ATT A ET &£ O A A/MDuStéphen Mandell, Behi® hddicad OEA xEI|
director, OAEA8 O) O EET A 1 £ | fsqicg FZEAO OEA OOAEEET ¢ A
1 January 8:Most counties inthe greater Richmondregion are hitting the highest level of
community spread on theCenters for Disease Control and PreventiofCDGd O #/ 6) $ AAOA
tracker. Last week, cases in Richmond alone were over 168durce).
1 January 9:The Eastern Shore Health Districis experiencing an uptick in COVIEL9 cases
this winter, although deathsremain relatively low due to vaccinations and other
interventions. As of Jan. 8, the sevenday moving average of new cases for the Eastern
Shore Health Districtwas 19.71, up significantly from 11.71 just one week ago and 6.86 on
Dec. ¥ (Sourcse.
§ January 10:Public health experts are warning thatDmicron subvariantO 8 " " 8is opeb 6
the most transmissible COVIEL9 variants yet It is on track to becomethe dominant strain
of the virus within Central Virginia. Experts attribute the recent surge to a number of
different factors like the cold weather forcing people to opt for indoor activities, increased
travel, and people gatherimg in large groups for the holidaygSource.
1 January 11:1n partnership with VDH, the Health & Wellness Ministry of Beulah Baptist
Church, will sponsor a Health Workshop from 11 a.#l p.m.on January 14" Part of the
workshop will include avaccinationclinic for anyone who wants a flu or COVI£19 vaccine
(Sourcs.
1 January 12:According to this week's update from the CD@nasking is now recommended
for 65 localities in the Commonwealth andnost of Metro Richmond(Source.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2023/01/01/homeless-shelter-pandemic-arlington/
https://greensboro.com/community/rockingham_now/news/covid-19-surge-is-back-for-danville-pittsylvania-county-as-cases-hospitalizations-rise-across-the/article_e3ea2a5f-c140-5ca8-9e4b-954a01fb3732.html
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/norfolk-library-offers-covid-19-test-kits/
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/covid-hospitalizations-on-rise-virginia/291-fb26c009-7e7a-477e-b72f-1994ea05e6ad
https://fredericksburg.com/news/local/covid-19-impacting-local-hospital-staff-and-patients/article_7a40a81c-8ddb-11ed-b281-3b6e68e0a232.html
https://www.nbc12.com/2023/01/08/covid-19-spread-continues-high-levels-across-metro-richmond/
https://easternshorepost.com/2023/01/09/covid-rates-increase-on-eastern-shore-with-arrival-of-the-winter-season/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/new-covid-variant-could-be-most-contagious-to-date-prompting-recent-surge-in-cases-across-central-virginia/
https://rrecord.com/beulah-baptist-to-host-health-workshop-and-walk-with-ease/
https://www.wtvr.com/news/coronavirus/cdc-covid-community-levels-january-12-2022-where-masks-are-recommended-virginia

9 January 13:The CDC reports that childhood vaccination rates dropped @3% over the
course of the pandemicO 7 E fdu see a dip in those covered, it increases the chances of
pockets of opportunity for these vaccinepreventable diseases to get a foothold and
OPOAAARG OAEA # VOMHHEAH bfficial® Are) pomtiagXda nGritbAr of
factors causing the decrase in childhood vaccinations, including misinformation about
vaccines anddifficulty in making pediatric appointments during the pandemicO) O x AO
challenging to make appointments at pediatric offices. Some offices were closed at
different times and reguhtions, such as only one child per visit, made it really challenging
£l O EATEIEAO O CcAO O1 OEI OA AbPDbIi Eil-Eehikd OOhdo OA
Health District (Sourcs.

1 January 15:Over the past week16,010 Virginians tested positive for COVIEL9. According
to the Virginia Hospital & Healthcare AssociatioffVHHA), 990 hospitalized patients
confirmed positive for COVIDB19, which is down from 1,101(-111) the previousweek

(Sourcse.
' January 17:1 ocal public health experts are saying that COVAL® and flurates are slowing ) 3
down, but cases are stillhigh0, EEA 11T 00 EI OPEOATI O 1T AOET T xEAAR

higher patient volumes and longer [emergency department] wait timels €aid Dr. Nicolas
Restrepo, chief quality and patient safety officer for Valley Héth. Many ill patients
presented at hospitals with COVID, flu, RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) and other
respiratory issues. The CDC recommends that residents in higleporting areas wear
masks when in indoor public placegSource.

1 January 18:Throughout the pandemic, January itypically a month whereCOVID19
surges occur.This time last year, Virginiawas struggling under the Omicron variant
leading to the highest number of hospitalizations since the pandemic began. But in each of
the past eight days, hospitalizations have dropped, reversing a sevareek trend of rising
numbers.0) 08O O 1 EXE IGEEA xEHIIIx AA AsaidmAhiAcU AAAOAAO
Perry, Director of Health in Richmond and Henrico CountySource).

1 January 19:The COVIB19 pandemichas overshadowed othepublic health issues and
now experts are seeing a jump icases of STDs, like syphili©4 EET CO xAOA A 1 EOOQI
AOOET C #/6)$h AOO EO xAO1I 80 AAAAOGOMNar OUPEE] EOY
xAgOA OAATh T1Tx OEAO PAIT PIA AOA CIETChdl CAO O
said Natalie Talis, population health manager with the Alexandria Health Departmerin
fact, the rate of new early syphilis diagnoses is about 41 per 1000 people in the cityz
nearly double the number in 2017, which was 20.9 per 100,000 peop{&ource.

1 January20: Today markedthree years since the first U.S. COWI® case wa confirmed.
Three years latermost counties in the Commonwealttare still at a medium to high level of
cases, according téhe Central Shenandoah Health DistrigCSHD)O" AAAOOA OEAOA AO
manyatEl | A OAOOO 11 xh EO860 EI B oW may bedlitlecOAT AT AAO
bit higher than reported because ahome tests are not necessariljaccounted forJh 6 # 3 ( $
Communications Specialist Jordan Shelton saf&ourcé.

1 January 2:AAAT OAET ¢ O &OEAAUGO OADIT Blocommekily OEA 51 E
Institute , weekly case rates have dropped from two weeks in a rottiroughout Virginia,
signaling that thepeak of the winter surge mayalready have passedSource.

1 January 23:According to the CDC hie Mountain Empire regon, which includes portions of
Virginia and Tennesseereported 29 new deaths due to COVH29 during the middle of
January The death figure is the highest for one week during January and among the
highest over the past six monthsThere were 18 deaths reprted the prior week, a 61%
increase.Regional cases have remained relatively steady for the past two months. The
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https://www.nbc12.com/2023/01/13/cdc-report-childhood-vaccination-rates-decline/
https://www.wtvr.com/news/coronavirus/county-by-county-covid-19-cases-virginia-weekly-recap-january-10-2023
https://www.nvdaily.com/nvdaily/local-experts-covid-flu-cases-slowing-but-still-high/article_c8666469-8ff5-5d5d-ab6b-9d5b2277ef8b.html
https://richmond.com/news/local/covid-is-on-the-decline-in-virginia/article_616aa7ec-96a6-11ed-8ab6-6b9948af31ba.html
https://alextimes.com/2023/01/mitigating-2023-health-concerns/
https://www.whsv.com/2023/01/21/covid-19-still-lingering-since-first-us-case-three-years-ago/
http://www.yourgv.com/news/local_news/covid-19-cases-hospitalizations-drop-projections-paused-by-uva/article_c7225bc6-9a92-11ed-84d0-a736f36d1bd7.html

region has experienced more than 930 deaths due to COVID and its complications since
March 1, 2022, and nearly 5,200 since the pandemic bagin March 2020(Sourcs).

1 January 24:Since March 2020Virginia has reported approximately2,251,042 casesnd
23,088 deaths.In the last seven days, Virginia has averaged 1,516 newly reported cases a
day. In the prior sevenday period, Virginia averaged 1,508 newly reported cases a day
(Sourcs.
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https://heraldcourier.com/region-records-29-covid-deaths-in-middle-january/article_34d4bcce-9b4f-11ed-b576-e70d2d16d023.html
https://www.wsls.com/news/2023/01/24/virginia-sees-1589-new-coronavirus-cases-tuesday-10611-new-cases-in-the-last-week/

1. Vaccination Equity in Virginia

At the end ofJanuary over 18 million COVID19 vaccine doses havbeen administeredin Virginia
(Sourcg. With 73.6% of the population fully vaccinated Virginia ranks 11 in the country for the
percentage of the population thahas been flly vaccinated against COVIRQ9 (Source Source).
VignEAS O A£O01 1 U 0 A%, ia tigheh thah the 69. 0 nAtionaltotaBfully vaccinated rate
(Source Source. On averageYirginia is administering approximately 4,320 vaccination doses per
day (Source.

Figure 1: Vaccinations by Age (One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Population Vaccinated with At
By Age Group Least One Dose - By Age Group
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Vaccinations for 65+

As seen in Figure 1, VDH reports the following age ranges:-88, 7584, and 85+ Source. At the
end ofJanuary, 95.2% of those ages 65+ were vaccinatedspurce.

Vaccinations for Under 45

The reported age ranges in Virginia ared-4,5-11, 12-15, 16-17, 1824, 25-34,and 35-44. As seen
T 6% (6 Q9 dashioard61.3% of thoseaged 517 yearshave been vaccinated with at least
one doseup by 0.1% from last month. 87.3% of individuals older than 5, no changesince last
month, have been vaccinated with at least onenode Furthermore,92.6% of the population over the
age of 18 have been vaccinated with at least one dgse changefrom last month. Data are also
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations_vacc-people-additional-dose-totalpop
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/states-ranked-by-percentage-of-population-vaccinated-march-15.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/

reported by each age group for percentages of the population vaccinated with at least one dose:
14.1% of 0-4 year olds(up from 13.5% last month), 47.3% of 5-11 year olds(up from 47.1%),
76.4% of 12-15 year olds(no changg, 78.6% of 16-17 year olds(up from 78.5%), 79.3% of 18-24
year olds(up from 79.2%), 79.7% of 25-34 year olds(no changg, and 85.0% of 35-44 year olds(up
from 84.9%) (Source.

Race and Ethnicity

Figure 2: Vaccination Count and Percent of Population Vaccinated by Race and Ethnicity
(One Dose)

Vaccination Count Percent of the Eligible Population Vaccinated
By Race and Ethnicity with At Least One Dose - By Race and Ethnicity*

Asian or Pacific Islander - 578 813 Asian or Pacific Islander
Black - 1.066.695
Black
Latino - 659,658
Native American | 29 a77
Native American
White 3446131
Other Race l 333 3155

oM 1M M M 4m 0.0% 50.0% 100.0% 150.0%

People Vaccinated Percent Vaccinated

Latino

Not Reported: 1,010,615

Source

*This datasource aes not include population egtiates for the Other Race catego No population
estimates are available for oubf-state individuals or those without a reportélocality. More
information about population estimates can be found at this link:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

The percentage of Native Americans that are vaccinated can be above 100% for two reasons.
1. There are small numbers of vaccinations and small population estiméoesNative Americans
at the city/county level in Virginia. VDH gets population estimates from the National Center
for Health Statistics (NCHS). For example, there were 3 Native American vaccinations in a
county. Population estimates say there were onlpebple who identify as Native American in

that same county. This means that the data would say there were 3 vaccinations over 2 people

in the population. This would equal 150%, or a percentage over 100%.

2. Some people may identify that they are Natidenerican and multirace when they are getting
their vaccine. They will be categorized as Native American only in the data system. This is
because population estimates from NCHS do not include rralte as an option. If there was a
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/bridged_race.htm

multi-race option, a peson who identified as Native American and muttice would be in the
multi-race population estimates.

Table 1: Vaccination Distribution by Race and Ethnicity

Race and ethnicity Percent of people with at least one dose with
reported race and ethnicity
Black 17.4%
Latino 10.8%
Asian or Pacific Islander 9.5%
White 56.4%

Source

According toFigure 2 andTable 1, as ofJanuary24t, the key race and ethnicity breakdowns for
those receiving at least one dose are as follow&ith no change since last montj
9 First, Blacks have received 7.4% of all vaccinations and65.9% of Blackshave been
vaccinated with at least one dose.
i Secondlatinos have received 10.86 of all vaccinations andB4.4% of Latinoshave been
vaccinated with at least one dose.
9 Third, Asians or Patfic Islanders have received %% of all vaccinations and 933% of Asians
or Pacific Islandershave been vaccinated with at least one dose.
1 Fourth, Whites have received 564% of al vaccinations and 675% of Whites have been
vaccinated with at least one doseJource.

Figure 3: Cases by Race and Ethnicity

Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Asian ar Pacific lskander l 4,137
Lating - E951
Mative American | 03
Oither Race . 4,453
Two or more races I 1,858

Source
AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Casecounts havebegun to declinesince last monthbut AT 1T OET OA O1 1T AAOO Aii11co0
population, makingit more important to focus efforts on vaccination. Moving forward, continuing
to collect data on race and ethnicity will be crucial to making more progreson vaccine equity in

Vaccine Equity Report February 2023 8


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/covid-19-vaccine-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Virginia. This isespecially true given theknown increased and disproportiond risks faced by
historically marginalized populations in experiencing the worst effects and outcomes of COVID,
including death.Likely explanations for the unequal burden of disease on these populations include
social vulnerability, social determinantsof health, anda pattern ofhistorical disparity. It will be
crucial to pay attention to these disparities ashe holiday seasorcontinues, possibly bringing
another wave of COVIEL9 cases.

Rural Areas

Figure 4 below displays the rural(non-metropolitan) areas in Virginia as defined by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB)Sourcg. Areas in pink are rural localities while areasn beige
are considered nonrural (as defined by the OMB).

Figure 4: Rural and Non -Rural Areas in Virginia

|:| Rural Localities

I:] Non-Rural Localities

Source
Another way to examine rural andurban disparities is to examine rural, urban, suburbarand
exurban areas. The Isserman Classification systgighown in Table 2below) uses a combination of

urban area population and population density to identify counties as urban, rural, or mixed.

Table 2: Percent Population Vaccinated by Urban and Rural J urisdictions (by Age Groups)

2013 SRHP Isserman Classification 5to11 | 12to17 | 16t0o17 | 18to30 | 31to 50 | 51to 64 65+ Grand Total

Mixed Urban 41% 69% 73% 68% 69% 81% 88% 72%

Urban 38% 69% 75% 60% 72% 82% 86% 70%

Mixed Rural 25% 49% 56% 54% 60% 73% 82% 62%

Rural 17% 41% 47% 48% 54% 69% 78% 58%

Grand Total 34% 62% 67% 59% 67% 78% 84% 67%
Source

Rural areas, espeailly in southwest Virginia, continue to have lowewvaccination percentagesas
comparedto other areas of the state. Therbave beensomeimprovements, primarily concentrated
in the northern, central, and southeastermegions (Figure 5). \Accination hesitancy continuego be
an issue throughoutthe Commonwealth As seen in Figure 6counties acrossVirginia are
experiencinga combination ofrisk levels. Fortunately, risk levels this monthremain relatively low.
Vaccine Equity Report February 2023 9


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/76/2016/06/OMBDefinedRuralAreas.pdf
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2022/04/Hospitalization-Stakeholder-Call_4.28.22.pdf

Risk levels havealsoimproved this month in comparison to August whenalmostthe entire
Commonwealth was experiencing highly elevated risk levelsSourcg. As the wintercontinues,
increasing vaccination rates will be crucial to maitaining lower risk levels.

Figure 5: Vaccination s by Locality z Percent of Total Population z As of January 24th, 2022

Percent of the Population
Fully Vaccinated

40.1% - 45.0%
W 45.1% - 50.0%
M 50.1% - 55.0%
M 55.1% - 60.0%
M 60.1% - 65.0%
MW 65.1+%

People Not Mapped : 806,751

Source

Figure 6: COVID-19 Risk Levels by Locality in January

% Boosted = Community risk level

Low level am High level

Source

Third, as shown in Figures 7 and &omeurban and rural disparities remain in terms of cases as
measuredby rates per100,000 people. 8merural counties continue to showslightly higher rates

of casesthroughout the Commonwealth Southwest Virginia particularly has a higher case rate than
the rest of the state Death rates per 100,000 remairrelatively low in Virginia, with more deaths
occurring in southern Virginia, as shown in Figure 8

Vaccine Equity Report February 2023 10


https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://covidactnow.org/us/virginia-va/?s=44153162

Figure 7: Cases of COVIBL19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural
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Figure 8: Deaths from COVID-19 Over the Last 13 Weeks in Virginia: Urban and Rural
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-cases/

Infections and Deaths since Vaccine Availability

VDHS O devedtAat vaccinations have saved livegSource Source. Despite some progress in

recent months, disparities remain in infections and deaths since the availability of vaccines,

egpecially concerning: 1) race; 2) age and sex; and 3) urbawral divides. Disparities detailed in

previous vaccine equityreports remain. As shown in Table 3Whites represent 61% of6 EOCET EAS O
population, 56% of casesand 67 of deahs. Blacks representonly 19% of the pgoulation yet 23%

of casesand 23% of deaths Further, Hispanicamake up10% of the population yet 1446 of cases

and 6% of deaths When comparing the percentages in the population, both Blacks and Hispanics

still disproportionately contract COVID19, and Blacks disproportionately die from it.

Table 3: Comparisons of COVID-19 Cases, Deaths, and Population

% of Cases % of Deaths % of Total Population
White 56% 67% 61%
Black 23% 23% 19%
Hispanic 14% 6% 10%
Asian 4% 3% 7%
Other 3% 1% 3%

Source

Figures 9 and 10 showpatterns concerning cases and deaths by agece and ethnicityand sexfor
the last 13 weeks Regardingcases and agdhe bulk of cases are occurring between the ages of 20
and 69. Regardingcases and sex, thoséentifying as females tend to represent more COVHDO
cases. Concerning deaths arae,those ageds0+ comprise most of the deaths from COVHD9 with
noted risesin deaths for successive age groups and with the bulk deaths occurring in the age 86
category.Regardingdeaths andsex, those identifying as male tend to die atslightly higher rate

than those identifying as female.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/virginia-department-of-health-updates-case-rates-by-vaccination-status-dashboard-to-better-inform-public-of-vaccine-effectiveness/
https://www.wavy.com/covid-19-vaccine/virginias-new-covid-19-dashboard-hopes-to-cut-down-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.kff.org/statedata/custom-state-report/?i=464095~464104~32128&g=va&view=3

Figure 9: Cases of COVIEL9 in Virginia: Demographics
Cases by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks
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Cases by Race and Ethnicity” -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Aslan or Pacific Islander l 4,137

Black 23,274

Lating 8,951

Native American | 203

White 56,986

Other Race 4,463

Two or more races | 1,898

Not Reported 28,144

Cases by Sex -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

73,442

Female

Male 54,260

Source

AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

Figure 10: Deaths by COVID-19 in Virginia: Demographics
Deaths by Age Group -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Age Group
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Deaths by Sex -
All Health Districts - Past 13 Weeks

Female 248

Male

Source

AFor more information on how VDH is presenting data on race and ethnicity, visit:

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race -and-ethnicity-reporting-update/
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/covid-19-in-virginia-demographics/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/2020/06/16/race-and-ethnicity-reporting-update/

2. Vaccinations in FEMA Region 3

RegardingCOVID19 risk levels in January(Figure 11), most of Region 3is currently experiencing
low or medium risk levels. At present, Virginia is the most atrisk in FEMA Region 3vhen it comes
to the number of new casesVirginia has118.5 weekly new cases per 100,00(Qlacing Virginia first
out of sixthin FEMA Region 3n terms of new weekly COVID19 cases per 100,000. This meartbat
Virginia is currently the most atrisk in the region. In terms of infection rate,Delaware has the
highest infection rate (0.99) in FEMA Region.%irginiad O E 1 /£A & Q&5 placingitAndth place
out of sixin the region. Virginia alsohasone ofthe lowest weekly COVIBEL9 hospital admissions
per 100,000 in the region, at 10.1 per 100,000Source.

Figure 11: COVID19 Risk Levels in January by County across FEMA Region 3
)

B

Low level emmmm High level

Source

Further, as seen in Figure 12 below, updated FEMA data are available concerning linkages
betweenvaccination coverage (low to high) and rankings on the social vulnerability index (SVI).
As shown below Virginia particularly faces issues of high SVI and low vaccination coverage. In
Virginia, these issues especially affect the souitentral part of the state.

Vaccine Equity Report February 2023 15


https://covidactnow.org/?s=44153162
https://covidactnow.org/?s=44203167

Figure 12: Percent of Population Fully Vaccinated by Social Vulnerability Index, FEMA
Region 3

*Counties with lower reporting completeness
for vaccination coverage should be interpreted with caution.
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FEMA Region 3 and Race/Ethnicity

All areasin FEMA Region 3 continue to show racial disparities in the perceages of vaccines
administered. Both Blacks and Hispanics/Latinos continue to see some improvements in
vaccination percentages but Blacks are still behind in vaccinationsThe vaccinationdisparity for

the Latino population reversed as of July 11, 2022, with 82% of Latinos vaccinated compared to
68% of Whites Sourcd. Virginia remains a leader in working to closegaps between the percentage
of cases and the percentage of vaccinations for Blacklispanics/Latinos, and Asians. Still,
comparing state vaccination rates by race and ethnicity ishallenging because of repding
inconsistency and missing datan race and ethnicity(Source).
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-equity
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/latest-data-on-covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/

Figure 13: Blacks as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Black % of
Total
Location Population
Delaware 24% 22%
District of Columbia 57% 45%
Maryland 33% 30%
Pennsylvania 8% 10%
Virginia 23% 19%
West Virginia 5% 3%
Source
% of % of
Vaccinations Vaccinations
Black % of with Known with Known
Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 20% 97% 81%
District of Columbia 46% 88% 92%
Maryland 28% 96% 96%
Pennsylw:mia1 9% 91% 81%
Virginia 17% 86% 86%
West Virginia 2 4% 97% NR
Source

Figure 14: Hispanics as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Hispanic Hispanic %

% of of Total

Cases Population
Delaware
District of Columbia 14% 11%
Maryland 17% 11%
Pennsylvania 14% 8%
Virginia 14% 10%
West Virginia 3% 1%

Source

Vaccine Equity Report February 2023


https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=black-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

% of % of

Hispanic % Vaccinations Vaccinations
of with Known with Known
Vaccinations Race Ethnicity
Delaware 11% 97% 81%
District of Columbia 14% 88% 92%
Maryland 11% 96% 96%
Pennsylvania ! 8% 91% 81%
Virginia 11% 86% 86%
West Virginia 2 NR 97% NR
Source

Figure 15: Asians as a Share of COVID19 Trends, FEMA Region 3

Asian % of
Total
Location Population
Delaware 2% 4%
District of Columbia 2% 4%
Maryland 3% 6%
Pennsylvania 2% 4%
Virginia 4% 7%
West Virginia <1% 1%
Source
Saurce
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https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=hispanic-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-cases-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/covid-19-vaccinations-by-race-ethnicity/?currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=asian-percent-of-vaccinations--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-race--percent-of-vaccinations-with-known-ethnicity&selectedRows=%7B%22states%22:%7B%22delaware%22:%7B%7D,%22district-of-columbia%22:%7B%7D,%22maryland%22:%7B%7D,%22pennsylvania%22:%7B%7D,%22virginia%22:%7B%7D,%22west-virginia%22:%7B%7D%7D%7D&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D

